
Wentworth: extracts from ‘A Cambridgeshire Scrapbook’ by Mike Petty 
Introduction 

 

These stories are from the issues of the Cambridge Daily News or Cambridgeshire Weekly News. The 

dates are those of the original publication and are given in YY/MM/DD format. 

 

I may well have copies of the complete articles of which these are summaries. 

 

The actual newspapers are held in the Cambridgeshire Collection at the Cambridge Central Library, 

Lion Yard.  They also hold other Cambridge newspapers back to 1762 and stories for every village in 

Cambridgeshire have been indexed for the years 1770-1900.  

 

There are also newspaper cuttings files covering stories from 1958 to date. 

 

For more details of newspapers and other sources for village history see my website 

www.mikepetty.org.uk 

 

The full ‘Cambridgeshire Scrapbook’ of which these notes form a small part is available online at  

https://archive.org/details/CambridgeshireScrapbook2018Revision 

 

Please make what use of it you will. Kindly remember where it came from 

 

Mike Petty 

www.mikepetty.org.uk 
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Wentworth Looking Back 
 

1900 03 20 

An inquest was held at Wentworth on the body of a four-year old boarded out child from Dr 

Barnardo’s Home who was found drowned. A farmer’s wife said she took charge of the 

deceased last June. A lady brought the child to her from Dr Barnardo’s Home and she was to 

receive payment for its lodging and keeping. It was awkward that nobody was present 

representing the Home. They had telegraphed there on Saturday and again on Monday, but 

had received no reply. The Coroner remarked that was very bad form. 

 

1900 08 23 

Agents for Messrs A & B. Hall applied for a licence for a house to be erected in Haddenham 

at a spot midway between the station and Wentworth, on the site of an old one, called The 

Tiger whose licence expired about 22 years ago. There were two licensed houses in 

Wentworth but that of the Red Lion would be dropped. The magistrates granted the 

application. 

 

1902 11 05 

Albert Pell of Wilburton Manor accused the land tax collector for the parish of Wentworth of 

wrongful seizure by distress of three lambs for land tax. He was the owner of about 1,000 

acres in Wilburton and in 1900 had purchased two fields in Grunty Fen. He did not see how 

the land could be assessed for land tax in the parish of Wentworth. The defendant had come 

on to his land and taken away three lambs which had been sold by auction for £2 14s. But the 

judge found the land in question was properly comprised in the parish of Wentworth land had 

been taxed for over 100 years. 

 

1903 02 27 

Wilburton Parish Council drew attention to the ruinous condition of Twenty-pence Ferry 

Drawbridge, the owner of the bridge refusing to do any repairs to it. They think it desirable 

that a permanent bridge be put up. But it was a public road on one side of the ferry and a 

private one on the other. It was not a connection between two public roads. Wentworth people 

again recommended that the well at the end of the village should be deepened to the extent of 

15 ft. But pumping machine would then be required and the water would have to be filtered 

before it was used for drinking purposes. People were willing to pay the money. Samples of 

water from both wells in the village had been condemned for drinking purposes 

 

1906 08 24 

The landlady of the Horse and Gate, Wentworth served two customers and went into the 

garden; on return she saw them running down the road. She found that two sixpences and a 

shilling's worth of copper which was kept in a little bowl on a table just inside the cellar, had 

been taken. PC Turner found one man in a drove at Coveney with tenpence in his pocket: he 

had thrown the bowl into a ditch. He was a deserted from Sunderland and was sentenced to 14 

days hard labour.  06 08 24a 

 

1910 08 02 

A tragedy was narrowly averted at Wentworth by the prompt action of a villager. Jonas 

Whetstone heard a noise in a well by the roadside and on looking in was surprised to find a 

young woman clinging desperately to the brick sides of the well and in imminent peril of 

drowning. It was no easy matter from him to effect her escape but he succeeded in doing so. 

She had come over to the village from Haddenham to see her lover but he had refused to 

speak to her. This rebuff proved too much for the girl who, losing all control, jumped into the 

well. When rescued she was handed over to police and appeared in court changed with 

attempting to commit suicide.  10 08 12a 

 

1913 01 03 



Wentworth accident in fall from tree 

 

1913 09 12 

Old houses in Wentworth were dangerous, especially if a heavy wind arose from the south-

west, when the gable end and chimney of one dilapidated building would probably fall in the 

road. It was used as a cart lodge and piggeries but estimates were being obtained for pulling it 

down and erecting a new shed. Others owned by Peterhouse were in a most dangerous 

condition, one had been unoccupied for 25 years, the other forty. They should be put in order 

13 09 12 p11 CIP 

 

1915 09 24 

Farewell to a Vicar. A very interesting gathering of the villagers of Hauxton took place at the 

school on Wednesday week at which goodbye was said to the Vicar, who has left to take up 

the living of Wentworth. Parishioners showed in a concrete form the esteem and respect in 

which Mr. and Mrs. Swann had been held in the village. Mr. Lionel January, on behalf of the 

subscribers, made a presentation in a few appropriate words, expressing regret at the loss of 

Mr. and Mrs. Swann. He spoke of the good work they had both done in the parish during the 

past 15 years. The Rev. Swann replied suitably, and expressed sincere thanks for the 

handsome present received (this took the form of a silver-plated tea kettle and a tray of silver-

plated egg cups), and for the kindness shown him during his .stay. The presents would always 

be a reminder of the happy days spent at Hauxton. 15 09 24 CIP 

 

1922 09 21 

Wentworth school to close, p5 

 

1938 03 04 

Albert E. Tebbitt formerly of Milton and farmer of 400 acres at Wentworth was British 

amateur skating champion 1895-1905; won the cup outright, also winning Duddleston Cup 

and Cameron Cup twice. In 1895 skated dead heat with H.A. Palmer over 37.5 miles on the 

Cam.  38 03 04d  

 

1938 06 03 

The Isle of Ely Highways Department had since 1931 been cleansing four drains at Stretham, 

nine in Witcham and one in Sutton that had been set out in the Inclosure Awards as public 

drains. This work had been undertaken under a legal mistake and should have been done at 

the expense of the respective parishes. This meant a serious cost would now fall on the Rural 

Council. At Haddenham nothing had been done with the drains and those at Wentworth had 

not been touched for 50-100 years. Who was going to pay, Councillors asked   38 06 03b 

 

1987 09 24 

Every time it rains the congregation of Wentworth church has to get out the buckets. Now 

with winter fast approaching parishioners fear the bad weather will wreak havoc with St 

Peter’s Church, parts of which date back to the 12th Century. Rev Richard Mathews, the Priest 

in charge, says repairs will cost about £20,000 but villagers are rallying round organising a 

fete with ‘Rhino rides’ – a trip in an open-top, four-wheel drive vehicle over rough ground - 

welly throwing, stalls and sideshows. 87 09 24 

 

 


